

Item 5                                                                                                                                                                        1                                    		
ALPHETON PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES FOR THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON THURSDAY 27 MARCH 2025 IN ALPHETON VILLAGE HALL AT 7.00PM 

Present: Cllrs J Moore (Vice Chair), K Cullimore, J Nunn, T Rix. Also present: Mary Luton-Woodburn, Parish Clerk.
1. To receive apologies for absence Apologies were received from Cllrs Gray and Kemp. In Cllr Gray’s absence Cllr Moore, as Vice Chair chaired the meeting.
2. Declarations of Interest Cllrs Moore declared a non-pecuniary interest in Item 6. 
3. [bookmark: _Hlk169191820]To approve Minutes of the meeting of 30 January 2025 The minutes were approved. Proposed, Cllr Cullimore, Seconded, Cllr Rix.
4. Public Forum. One member of the public was present. The Council resolved to move Item 14 forward to follow the Public Forum as the matters related. See item 14 below for discussion and plans to follow up.
5. To receive an update on co-opting a casual vacancy No candidates had come forward as yet. All Parish Councillors to seek to encourage residents to get involved. The advertisement will remain on the website with a new closing date. 

6. To consider any new planning matters and report on any decisions 
(i) To receive a report on the outcome of DC/24/04143 Householder Application - Erection of a single storey side extension to create 1 bed annexe for family members. Glebe Cottage Old Bury Road Alpheton Sudbury Suffolk CO10 9BS. The Clerk reported that the application had been approved for use as incidental and ancillary use but not separate accommodation. This was noted. 

7. To receive the Parish Clerk’s report: 
(i) The Clerk reported that the Council’s bank had started to make monthly charges. After some detailed and time-consuming research with other Clerks and banks the Clerk reported that this was now very common practice. Councillor Cullimore offered to carry out some further research for the Council to see whether any other options might be available at a lower cost.
(ii) The Council approved the payment of all items on the schedule of payments. Proposed, Cllr Rix. Seconded, Cllr Cullimore.
Alpheton Village Hall hire March 27 meeting			£         20.00    LGA 1972 s.111
SALC – Councillor training May 2025 (VAT £13.20)			£         79.20     LGA 1972 s.111
Clerk’s tax 1 Jan – 31 March 2025				£       246.80    LGA 1972 s.111
Clerk’s salary and tax 1 Jan – 31 March 2025			£       838.18   LGA 1972 s.111
Shimpling Village hall for 17 July					£         20.00    LGA 1972 s.111
Bank charges							£            7.70   LGA 1972 s.111
Total expenditure						£  1,211.88

8. To receive an update on the recruitment of a replacement Clerk The Clerk updated Councillors on the recruitment process, the closing date was shortly and the suitable candidates were likely to be interviewed and appointed during April. 
9. To receive District and County Councillors’ Reports The reports were noted. 

10. To discuss any available, updated information regarding the forthcoming devolution process for Suffolk At the current time it appears that SCC would prefer a County authority with Districts preferring 2 or 3 Council across the County. Cllr Nunn briefed the meeting that District Councillors hope to report back when more information is known. 
11. To receive an update on the moving of the SID devices Cllr Moore reported that he has had a preliminary conversation with the contractor who is looking at ways to move the SIDs for the PC’s budget of £1000. He will be meeting with the contractor in early April to consider ways to speed up and simplify the task and change the devices less often. 

12. To receive an update on plans for the Village Gates project Cllr Moore presented the Tender documents for consideration to Councillors. The Councillors thanked Cllr Moore for the work and resolved to proceed with asking for quotes from contractors based on these papers. The Council also resolved to thank Trevor Rix for his kind offer to store the Village Gates until installation can take place. Proposed, Cllr Nunn, Seconded Cllr Rix. 
13. To discuss Neighbourhood Planning and consider if Alpheton needs such a Plan Cllr Moore reported on the meeting on this matter which he attended on behalf of the PC. He believes that arbitrary figures for housing allocations were being used. He also reported that the Joint Local Plan was being re-examined and landowners asked to submit potential sites for development. Cllr Moore suggested that Alpheton may wish to consult other similar neighbouring parishes to see how they plan to approach Neighbourhood Planning and report back to a future meeting. 
14. To discuss recent dog fouling issues in Old Bury Road and consider if signage is appropriate This item was discussed following Item 4 above. Due to frequent dog fouling on the property frontages of residents with dog walkers failing to use dog poo bins and disposal methods. As a result, Cllr Moore had drafted a sign to discourage this unpleasant activity. Cllr Moore undertook to revise the notices following the Parish Council suggestions to add QR codes to notices. These could indicate the location of dog poo bins and link to the reporting of such matters on the Babergh DC website. In addition, Cllr Rix will look at the cost of a poo bag dispenser to be placed beside the bins or in the phone box. 

15. Date and time of next Parish Council meeting: 
Thursday May 8 2025 Annual Parish Residents Meeting at 7pm 
followed by the Annual Parish Council Meeting.

  The meeting closed at 8.20pm.


Signed ...................................................................		Dated......................................................

