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ALPHETON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of Meeting 

Held on Thursday 29th January 2026 at 7.00pm in Alpheton Village Hall 

Attendance 

Parish Cllrs M Gray (Chair), J Moore (Vice-Chair), K Cullimore, T Rix, J Nunn (District and Parish) 

Cllr E Malvisi (District), Cllr R Kemp (Parish and County) 

Also present: Sarah Headland, Parish Clerk 

 

One member of the public was also present. 

 
1. Apologies and approval of absences - None 

 
2. To receive any declarations of Interest  

Cllr Moore declared a non-pecuniary interest in planning applications DC/25/05434, DC/25/05435 and 
DC/26/00025 (all relate to same property). 

 
3. To approve that the minutes of the meeting held on 27th November 2025 are a true and accurate record – 

APPROVED 
Proposed by Cllr Moore and Seconded by Cllr Cullimore 

 
4. Public Forum – Questions from members of the public for a maximum of three minutes duration per person 

(total time not exceeding 25 minutes) 
 

5. To receive the Parish Clerk’s report:  
a. Approval of payments awaiting authorisation – APPROVED 

Proposed by Cllr Cullimore Seconded by Cllr Gray 
 

 
 

b. To approve the budget for 2026-27  
A question arose about the expected income from the village hall bottle banks, as glass recycling 
bins will be available to each household starting in June 2026. It was determined that the budget 
figures would remain unchanged because it is uncertain how much the bottle banks will continue to 
be used. 
The donation for Citizens Advice Bureau AB has been reduced to £75 and there will be £25 donated 
in support of the local Coffee and Caravan club. Following this amendment the budget was then 
APPROVED. 
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Proposed by Cllr Moore and Seconded by Cllr Gray 
c. To approve the precept for 2026-27 – Precept of £10,310 was APPROVED  

Proposed by Cllr Moore and Seconded by Cllr Gray 

6. To receive District and County Councillors’ Reports 

From Cllr Kemps forthcoming February report – following a consultation that the majority of Cllrs opposed, 

local elections have been delayed until 2027. The main reason for this is because of LGR and cost. 

Both January reports can be found in full at the end of these minutes 

7. To receive status reports and updates on: 
a. SID devices redeployment and ANPR Data Report – Cllr Moore and Cllr Cullimore 

The SID on the A134 Southbound needs it’s battery replacing – Leigh from LLM Groundcare will facilitate 
this as soon as possible and Cllr Moore will kindly coordinate this. 
The ANPR camera will be coming to Alpheton on 16th March. 

SID Historical Data Report 

        

    
 

Updated data for 2025/6 will be reported at future meetings. 

b. Councillor vacancy update – Alpheton and Bridge Street mail drop has been actioned but so far there 
has been no responses. It was agreed that a note would be put on the village WhatsApp group. 

c. Police and crime update – one new crime was reported and investigated in November (theft); this brings 
the total in the last year to nine. The question was asked as to whether road accidents could also be 
reported on. Cllr Nunn might be able to help with this. 

d. New village website ‘. gov.uk’ domain and new generic council email addresses – Clerk  
Clerk advised that both new Clerk and Chair email addresses are now live. Both old and new addresses 
will be used side by side for now until such time that the old email addresses can be retired.  
New domain for village website https://alphetonparish.gov.uk/ is now live and working as expected. 
Cllr Rix to have a look at the website accessibility to ensure Assertion 10 accessibility requirements  are 
met ahead of the internal audit. 
 

8. To receive an update on the defibrillator insurance claim and approve the purchase of a replacement – Cllr 
Gray and Clerk 

https://alphetonparish.gov.uk/


 

 

 

Signed____________________________      Date_________________ 

Clerk confirmed that insurance money (£980) has been received. Approved by the full council to purchase a 
replacement defibrillator that is the same as the VH unit but not exceeding £1000 (excl. VAT since this can 
be claimed back) The new unit will be clearly marked as property of APC. Chair and Clerk have obtained 3 
quotes, but specifications need to be double checked before purchase. Cllr Nunn mentioned there is also a 
company in Sudbury that may be able to offer a good deal. The process of looking after both the old and 
new defibrillators was also discussed. Two x Cllrs are now ‘guardians’ and the units are registered on the 
British Heart Foundation website called ‘The Circuit’. If either unit is removed, then the guardians are 
automatically notified by email. They will then need to check that it’s been returned and then check if 
replacement pads are needed. 
Proposed by Cllr Moore and Seconded by Cllr Cullimore 
 

9. To receive an update on Devolution - Cllr Gray 
Mayoral election has been deferred until May 2028 
 

10. To give an update on LGR and the Community Governance Review – Cllr Gray and Cllr Moore 
The decision on the new Unitary (either one or three councils) may be announced at the end of March. 
Awaiting government decision. 
 

11. To discuss the issue of speeding on Old Bury Road and potential poll on WhatsApp group/website regarding 
20mph limit. 
It was noted that having a 60mph going to a 20mph limit would not be advisable. However, it was agreed 
that an online poll on the Village WhatsApp group and/or village website would be useful to gauge interest 
since the more people that support it the better the chance there is of it happening. Hard copies could be 
sent to those not online. Parishioner letter of support received with thanks. Richard Kemp will send 
information via email on the process of applying for this should enough support be received. 
 

12. To discuss the PC banking arrangements and consider moving to a different bank with less bank charges and 
better service – Clerk to provide information on Unity Trust bank. 
Clerk provided information on Unity Trust Bank: 

• Rated number 1 bank for Parish Councils 

• Account charge of £6 per month flat rate (no transaction charges) 

• Dual and triple authorisation options for online payments  

• Unity Trust offer a 7-day switch guarantee from old bank to new bank 
Proposed by Cllr Kemp and Seconded by Cllr Moore that the parish council banking should be moved to 
Unity Trust. Clerk to facilitate. 
 

13. To consider and approve the Asset Register following its annual review - APPROVED 
One additional grit bin to add. 
 

14. To consider and approve the Annual PC Risk Assessment and Internal Control document 2025/6. 
APPROVED  
Consider contacting arboriculturist with regards to ensuring trees on PC land do not pose any risk. 
 

15. To consider the purchase of a replacement or repair of noticeboard at the bus stop beside Old Bury Road 
following a request from the Village Hall Committee. 
All agreed it was beyond repair, and it was approved to purchase a new one. Three quotes have been 
obtained. A new wall-mounted noticeboard would cost circa £800 excl VAT. Exact specifications and 
measurements need to be obtained. Proposed by Cllr Kemp Seconded by Cllr Gray 
Cllr Kemp has kindly offered to contribute 80% towards the cost of a new one from his locality budget. Clerk 
to email Cllr Kemp with the exact cost one specification confirmed. A note will be put out on WhatsApp 
group to request if anyone local could help with installation. Owing to the overall costs of purchase and 
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installation consideration was made as to whether we request a donation from the VH Committee and/or 
help with the installation and/or both. 

16. To consider any new planning matters and report on any decisions (up to and including any new applications 

received after 29th January 

For information: 

DC/25/02958 and DC/25/02959 (LBC) - Alpheton Mill, Bridge Street - Raising the flood defence walls, 

installation of removable flood barriers, removing and blocking up an external door and the introduction of 

Flex MSE - Awaiting decision.  

DC/25/03918 & DC/25/039189 - New Maltings - Application for LBC - Conversion of and erection of linked 

extension to barn to form 1no. dwelling, and PV panels – Refused. 

DC/25/05257 -  Smithy Cottage, The Tye - Application for Listed Building Consent - Addition of wall and 2no. 

doors internally – GRANTED. 

 

New applications: 
DC/25/05434 & DC/25/05435 New Maltings, Old Bury Road: 
DC/25/05434 – APPLICATION FOR PLANNING PERMISSION WITHOUT COMPLIANCE OF CONDITION(S)  
(Barn conversion) for the variation or removal of Conditions 2 (Approved Plans and 
Documents), 7 (Cycle storage), 8 (Electric vehicle charging), 9 (Bins), 13 (Illumination 
levels), 15 (Archaeology Historic Recording) and 20 (Wildlife Sensitive Lighting) 
DC/25/05435 - Application for Listed Building Consent. Conversion of and erection of linked extension to 
barn to form 1no dwelling with solar PV panels 
The PC resolved to make no comment on these applications. 

 

DC/26/00025 - New Maltings, Old Bury Road, - Planning Application - Erection of timber framed, three bay 

cartlodge. 
The PC resolved to make no comment on this application. 

 

17. To confirm the date of the next meeting – scheduled for 9th April 2026 

 

18. To agree the PC meeting dates for the rest of 2026 - all agreed as per circulated schedule. Clerk to book 

dates with VH secretary and then publish dates officially. 

 

 

Meeting closed at 20:47 
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District Councillors Report (January) 
 

Councillors Nunn and Malvisi wish you all a very Happy New Year. 

 

 

 

Marking 15 years of food hygiene inspections 

 

Did you know we have 968 food businesses in Babergh and a further 958 in Mid Suffolk? 

 

This year is the 15th anniversary of the Food Standards Agency's (FSA) food hygiene rating scheme and, to 

mark the occasion, our food and safety team have shared some stats on how they help businesses in our 

districts comply with the regulations. 

 

On average, the team carry out 1,000 food business inspections each year, making sure eating out is safe. 

 

Currently, 87% of food businesses in Babergh have a rating of five (very good), and 97.3% are broadly 

compliant (a rating of three, four or five). 

 

In Mid Suffolk 87% of food businesses also have a rating of five, with 98.7% being broadly compliant. 

 

Each month, we share the businesses that have been awarded a five on our Facebook and Instagram pages. 

Be sure to follow our social media to stay up to date with the latest ratings. 

 

If you're eating out in the districts or anywhere in the UK, make sure you check the rating first via the FSA 

website. 

 

 

Keeping our communities safe 

 

Our colleagues in public protection recently travelled to the Guildhall in Hadleigh for a team away day. 

 

During the day, they shared details from recent case studies, investigations and initiatives and explored how 

these experiences informed future decision making and best practice. 

 

 

Topics covered on the day included: 

• public health funerals and exhumations 

• a year as an undergraduate environmental health officer 

• testing taxi cases 

• illegally imported meat found in a van 

• food hygiene prosecutions 

• marine safety measures 

• roadside work on major trunk roads 

https://midsuffolk.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b92522d28bbfbe421813f5565&id=c3f88615b4&e=a54ab8eafd
https://midsuffolk.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b92522d28bbfbe421813f5565&id=c2ce565ba0&e=a54ab8eafd
https://midsuffolk.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b92522d28bbfbe421813f5565&id=c2ce565ba0&e=a54ab8eafd
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Thanks to the diligent work of our public protection teams, people living in our districts are kept safe from a 

variety of things that have the potential to cause harm on a daily basis. 

 

 

 

Waste Education in Schools 

 

You may be interested in our summary of engagement with schools during 2025. We have developed good 

links with some schools in the districts and continue to promote our education service though events, social 

media and groups such as the Suffolk Sustainable Schools Network.  

 

This year we met over 2400 children and staff at primary schools in both districts. We delivered workshops 

and assemblies on various waste topics. Attached is an outline of the sessions that we currently offer to 

schools.  

 

In Babergh we engaged with over 700 pupils and staff at the following schools (some of which we visited 

more than once): 

 

• Capel St Mary 

• Hintlesham and Chattisham 

• Ipswich High School 

• Pot Kiln 

• Tudor School Sudbury 

 

In Mid Suffolk we engaged with over 1700 pupils and staff at the following schools (some of which we 

visited more than once, and two included parent engagement sessions): 

 

• Abott’s Hall 

• Bacton 

• Cedars Park 

• Combsford 

• Mendlesham 

• Old Newton 

• Ringshall 

• Wilby 

 

For each visit we prepare useful information for parents and request that the school shares it with them. We 

also share additional resources with teachers and encourage them to extend pupils’ understanding in the 

classroom.  

 

Next year we will continue to develop our educational content with new sessions linked to curriculum. We 

will utilise school networks to share information about Better Recycling, creating sessions for pupils and 

opportunities to engage with their families.  

 

 

 

 

Summer internships and graduate programme 
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Applications are now open for undergraduates who wish to join us as part of the summer internships 

programme. 

 

The 12-week programme starts on 22 June 2026 and is a chance for students to develop their  skills and 

explore a variety of career paths and learning opportunities. 

 

The deadline for applications is 31 January 2026. 

 

If you know someone who would benefit from taking part, be sure to share the brochure with them, which 

also contains details on how to apply. 

 

Additionally, the Suffolk Graduate Partnership offers a two-year development programme designed to give 

graduates hands-on experience in local government and the chance to contribute to meaningful projects that 

shape our communities. 

 

To qualify, applicants need to have at least a 2:2 degree and have graduated within the last two years (from 

Summer 2026).  

 

Applications close on 28 February 2026, with the project starting on 21 September 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://midsuffolk.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b92522d28bbfbe421813f5565&id=5b03faff54&e=a54ab8eafd
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